CHAPTER V
Land, Labour And Corporate Organisation
L    Introduction
1. The Concept of Land in Pre-Gupta Times
The Greek writers, dealing with pre-G-upta times, invariably state
that all land belonged to the king,1 According to Kautalya. the
country (rustra) is one of the elements of sovereignty.3 He suggests
that all land essentially belonged to the king when he says that u Lands
prepared for cultivation shall be given to tax-payers (karada) only
for life (ekapiirtmkani). Unprepared lands shall not be taken away
from those who are preparing them for cultivation, Lands may be
confiscated from those who do not cultivate them and given to
others; or they may be cultivated by village labourers (cjramabhrtaka)
and traders (vaidehaka), lest those owners who do not properly
cultivate them might pay less (to the government). If cultivators
pay their taxes easily, they may be favourably supplied with grains,
cattle, and money."8 Then again he adds; ''The king shall exercise
his right of ownership (svamyairi) with regard to fishing, ferrying,
and trading in vegetables (haritapaqya), in reservoirs or lakes (setusu)*"*
The king, moreover, was expected to make provision for pasture-grounds
on uncultivable tracts.3 From these words of Kautalya it may be
inferred that according to Mm all land belonged to the king; lands
cultivated could be granted to cultivators only for life so that they
might not be lost to the king; and uncultivated lands could also be
given provided that the cultivators bound themselves to pay the requisite
revenue to the State, If these dues were not paid, the king was
empowered to confiscate the lands once granted, while dutiful and
satisfactory tenants of the State were to be assisted with grants in
cash and in kind. Not only did the king exercise this right over
lands cultivated or otherwise, but he imposed his prerogative of
ownership as a monopoly over the rights of fisheries, ferries, lakes
and commercial transactions.
1 Mc'Crindle, Ancient India as described in Classical Literature* p, 48 (ed
3 Kautalya, Arthasfttra, Bk, VI, Ch, I, p, 287,
8 Ibid., BLII, Ch. I, p, 46, text, p. 47.
* /#M., p. 47, text, p, 47,
5 Ibid., p. 48; see also, Bk, VIII, Ch, iv, p, 360.